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Culture Activity #2- Music Event Critique

The musical event that I attended was the Celtic Woman concert at the Energy Solutions Arena in Salt Lake City in the spring of 2010. The theme of the tour was the Isle of Hope which had countless songs sung by Lisa, Chloe and Lisa with the fiddle played by Mairead.

The songs that the members of the Celtic Woman sang are as follows: The Sky And The Dawn And The Sun, Fields of Gold, The Coast of Galicia, When You Believe, Carolina Rua, Orinoco Flow, True Colors, The New Ground, Isle of Hope- Isle of Tears, The Blessing, Granuaile's Dance, Goodnight My Angel, Danny Boy, and Mo Ghile Mear. These songs that they sang seemed similar in a way; it seemed like they all shared some sort of uplifting message of importance. They each told a story of friendships, happiness, different kinds of love, and celebrations of hope. The majority of the songs had an uplifting and bouncy beat; the rhythms were very up-tempo and joyful. Although the majority of the songs were upbeat and energetic, there were a handful of songs that were more of a slow nature and beautiful in their own ways; these were mostly magical ballads and lullaby’s.

When I was able to attend the concert of the Celtic Woman, I thought that it was extremely high quality. I don’t remember observing hardly any mistakes made by the performers during the entire concert. It seemed to me that the whole concert just actually flew by quickly (too quickly, I thought) and went smoothly. Each performer took their turn singing their song either in Celtic or English; besides singing their solos, they would also sing in melodious groups and at times non-worded music echoed the arena (that was when the fiddler would play her music). I thought that the songs were amazing, there were some that I had heard before, but those songs that I hadn’t heard of gave me a glimpse of what the culture and customs of the folks of what a Celtic heritage is all about; I got the sense that they were about family and joy. 

David Downes is the musical director, arranger and composer of the Celtic Woman. He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, where he studied music and composition. Performing credits include concerts in Carnegie Hall, Boston Symphony Hall, Wembley Arena, and on Capitol Hill, Washington DC, appearing with among others, James Galway, Alan Stivell, Boyzone, The Washington Symphony, Moravian Philharmonic, Hollywood Studio Symphony, and National Symphony Orchestras. He composed the music for The Shaughraun at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, which broke box office records in 2004. He has been Musical Director of Riverdance for the US touring company, European touring company, and on Broadway at the Gershwin Theatre. He was also orchestrator of ‘Riverdance On Broadway’. As a producer David has worked extensively with oboist David Agnew and recently produced the Gold debut album of young Irish singer Chloe. 
I personally thought that the performance I was lucky enough to observe was incredible. I fist heard of these performers on TV. when my mom and I were just flipping through channels when we saw that a concert that was on and due to the fact that we were both curious about what was going on, we stopped on that channel and began watching (the music that they played and sang reminded be of the movie Titanic, the part where Rose gets to go to a ‘real party’ with Jack and how much fun she had in the moment of simplicity). There were many women on the stage in beautiful dresses, there was also a choir singing along with them as well as the fiddler. I remember that while watching this, I immediately fell in love with the happy music and their dresses. Due to my small experience and knowledge of the Celtic Woman, I knew who they were and was completely excited to go to their concert when my dad told me he had tickets for us. I had so much fun when we were at the concert and it was a pleasure listening to them while they sang. Not only did I like the music, I especially loved their gorgeous dresses and their amazing accents! This will sound funny, but their music, accents and my whole experience at that concert made me want to be apart of their ‘world’ and their culture because through their music and attitudes showed me the tremendous pride that they had towards culture and that was the amount of passion and pride that I want to be able to have towards something.
I would absolutely and positively recommend this type of musical group to others to listen to and watch sue to the fact that I know that others will find it as enchanting as I did. This type of music is incredible, it’s not like the typical music you would hear every day on the radio; it is the type of music that keeps you guessing and helps you to think and reflect about things and how you feel about them. Even if they don’t like it as much as I did, I know that they will at least respect it more than they would originally if I didn’t tell them about it.
Yes, I would absolutely enjoy attending this type of event again. This is because not only was the music fun, upbeat and jovial but it also held a deeper meaning; the celebration of life. These days, all people think about is what they are going to do to benefit themselves, but if you listen to this music, you will forget about all of that stuff and focus on the little things in life that make the world of difference; hopefully you will also learn to appreciate and be thankful for what you have as well. To take in each moment and make the best of them.


