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There is nothing more difficult for a family when their child is diagnosed with an organ failure.  Not only do the parents of the child feel helpless due to the fact that they believe that it is their primary job is to protect their child at all costs, but to discover that there is nothing that they can physically do to help their child while they suffer is more than they can bare.  Where can they turn for help?   There is hope for those families and it is called organ transplants/ organ donation. Organ Transplantation is “the grafting of living tissue from its normal position to another site or the transplantation of an organ or tissue from one person to another” (Taber, D, 2000, p. 2361).  Many people who are for transplant trades believe that it is a miracle and a blessing, however those who are against it believe that the odds for receiving the transplants are completely unfair. Where should a family turn?

For years, scientists have thought about replacing a deceased organ with a brand new and healthy organ from a donor, however they knew that the human body had a defense system called the immune system that attacks foreign substances such as viruses once they have entered the body thanks to white blood cells.  This meant that if doctors were going to go through with this, they had to find a blood-type match, therefore preventing rejection to the new organ.  Also doctors realized they may also be able to beat this fact with a transplant between identical twins.   “Massachusetts surgeon Joseph E. Murray used this concept to his advantage in 1954, when he accomplished the first successful kidney transplant between identical twins at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston” (Organ transplant history, 2011). 
Over the years, technology has played an important role in the medical field coming up with ideas that are crucial when it comes to saving lives.  There have been many variations on the technique of intestinal transplantation due to the patient’s diagnosis and/or the severity of dysfunction of the organ, by using multivisceral grafts including both the donor spleen and large intestine will help the patient by giving them a better means of improving their quality of life.   Doctors have found that among other things, “living donor intestinal transplantation is an alternative technique to minimize death on the waitlist” (Small bowel transplantation: technical advances/updates, 2009).

When Jordan Shaw was two years old, he was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer requiring him to undergo a form of chemotherapy; it worked on his cancer, but damaged his kidneys making them unable to function.  Dialysis was the only thing keeping him alive, however it was not the kind of life that a teenager should have had.  Getting up very early to the treatment center for dialysis and later coming home from school to do nothing but retire to bed was all that he had time for; Jordan missed 43 days of school in 2002 through 2003 and had to attend summer school for the time he missed.  “In July 2003, Jordan received a kidney transplant that made a world of difference in him” (Falsey, T, 2008, p. 2).  Now with a full-functioning kidney, Jordan no longer needs the dialysis to stay alive; he can be a normal teenager and live his life.      
When dealing with transplant trades, there is more than one person who is impacted by the outcome of this complicated matter.  Not only are there the patients and their families who receive the organ transplant impacted, but those patients and their families who wait day after day for some kind of miracle that in which will allow them to receive an organ but are not lucky enough to receive them.  “The number of people who need a transplant continues to rise faster than the number of available donors” (Organ donation, 2011).  Besides the patients and families involved in the issue, the doctors who perform the operations are able to give the patients back their lives and make a difference in the world.   
The frequency in the need for organ donors and transplants occurs nation wide in the United States of America.  “The growing need for transplantable human organs arises mainly from nonfunctioning or poorly functioning organs in potential recipients” (Organ donation and transplantation, 2011).  There are about 101,000 individuals nation wide who are in need of organ donations every day, however there are only about 77 individuals who receive organ transplants each day leaving about 19 people to die each day due to the lack of organs available from donors. 

There are millions of supporters of transplant trades, however there are equal amounts that oppose the idea.  Those who support organ donation agree that it is easy to sign up for organ transplants, the identity of the donor is kept confidential, the wounds are closed with no visible marks, “the organs are removed only after the patient is declared brain dead and within 12 to 24 hours, the organs are removed for transplantation” (Organ donation pros and cons, 2010) and there is a 75 to 85 percent success rate.  If those who support this issue have their way, more people will become donors and more lives would be saved.  However, those who are against it believe that is a hassle for the families of those who have passed and they have no knowledge of the donor being a donor, it is also a disparity for those who donate organs compared to those who need the transplants; about 1 in 4 people receive the organs in time. If those who are against this issue had their way, their loved ones would continue to accept the fact that that when their time comes, they need to go.
The most prominent individuals involved in organ transplants are the donors and recipients.  “The kidney that was alive in me…was now making a difference in [his] life” (Falsey, T, 2008, p.2).  After an organ transplant takes place, the family is there to take care of the donor or recipient’s physical needs, however they cannot fully comprehend what they are going through and feeling; the donor is happy to help save a life and give someone another chance to have what they were unable to achieve on their own and the recipient feels lucky to be alive, to have their life given back to them that they may be able to live to their fullest and they feel a constant wave of thanks to know that there are people in the world who are kind are able to do good for others.

In the world of modern medicine, transplant trade is a critical issue of very importance.  It not only is beneficial for those receiving the transplants, but for those who are able to donate their organs.  For example, without having an organ transplant Jordan Shaw would not be able to have a new kidney, gain his energy and strength, but he would still be too weak to go to school and be forced to live in the hospital on dialysis; wasting away his youth, being unable to be a normal adolescent.  If the laws on organ transplant changed for the worse, millions of patients nationwide would be forced to suffer leaving that patient with the feeling of hopelessness and unable to believe that good can come from others.  Those who oppose the idea of organ transplants make a case based on unfair odds for those waiting for transplants than those who receive them.  This is true and unfortunate for those patients who are unable to receive what they need, however for the patients that are able to receive organs are not only given what they physically need, but they are able to realize that there is kindness in the world and there are people that are willing to do good for others.  That there is still hope for many families in need of a miracle for their children and the possibility of those children who receive the transplant to grow into adults and discover a new way to create organs for those who need them instead of receiving them from another person; thus making medical history and changing the world for the better.    
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