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The film that I chose to critique is Selena which was made in the year of 1997. English is the language that is used throughout the majority of the film; however there are other times when the Spanish language is also used. Directed by Gregory Nava, the movie stars Jennifer Lopes as Selena, Edward James Olmos, Constance Marie, Jon Seda, and Lupe Ontiveros. 

It is based on the true story about the American dream of the life and career of singer Selena Quintanilla-Perez. The movie opens at a concert where thousands of fans greet Selena while she enters the stage on a horse-drawn carriage at the Astrodome (arena for her concert) in Houston Texas. After she sings one the movie flashes back to when Abraham Quintanilla Jr.’s (Selena’s father) attempt to obtain a career in music. It then shows Selena’s personality as a little girl as she plays with her siblings in their backyard at their home (in Corpus Christi, Texas) which was the time that she first discovered her father singing while playing his guitar; marking the first moment where Selena became interested in music and singing; showing her natural talent. From then on, her father (who also became the band’s manager) focused on getting the rest of his children into music which developed into a band; “Selena y los Dinos”. As the kids grew up, they played at many different festivals which was the starting point of Selena’s trademark fashion while performing; which she designed herself (along with new band members such as Chris Perez; whom would develop a relationship with Selena) and it wasn’t before long that the song Como La Flor hit the charts at number one. This sparked the beginning of the band’s success. Much to her father’s dismay at first, Selena had dated Chris however it when they got married he accepted it. Soon Selena developed a new fashion line and was critiqued by both Mexican-Americans and Americans which was when she showed her true culture of both worlds. After the climax of the movie, the tragic reality of Selena’s death (by Yolanda Saldivar, Selena’s friend) is then paid tribute to with the song Dreaming With You Tonight.

The movie addresses various social issues. When Selena first starts out singing in the band with her brother and sister, her father has them perform at small festivals during which very few people took the time to listen to the songs that she sang, however when they were finished and an adult man began playing a guitar and singing as well, he had the audience’s attention and participation. This behavior shows that even though she had talent at a young age as a little girl, society had higher expectations of what they wanted to hear and didn’t give her the benefit of the doubt or acknowledge that she was doing good at all. In one of the earlier scenes, Selena’s dad, Abraham, is portrayed as struggling singer who is booed by a crowed of angry Latinos who wanted to be able to dance to up-beat music (which he wasn’t singing), therefore he tells the adult Selena that when they go to the big times that they had to prove themselves to be the best. “We have to prove to the Americans how American we are, we have to prove to the Mexicans how Mexican we are, and we have to prove to the Mexican-Americans how Mexican-American we are…it’s exhausting” says Selena’s father to Selena. This shows the viewers how much stress they are all under to be able to make it to where they want to be (the American Dream) and if society has a negative view upon them, then they will struggle and never make it; it was Abraham’s fear that after all that his family went though that it would all be for nothing. While Selena was making it to the top, she was dating one of the members of the band, Chris Perez, however her father didn’t approve which casted a spell of tension in the family. While Selena is usually the one to make peace in the family, she went to talk to her father who finally accepted that they were in love with each other and understood that no matter what, he still had his daughter. This shows what kind of person Selena was and how much her family meant to her and that it didn’t matter if she was a celebrity, she love her family more than anything else in the world. As Selena became a well known celebrity, she still managed to be her down-to-earth self. At her first concert as an adult, Selena was overwhelmed by the size of her fans due to the fact that hundreds of people had come to hear her sing; once she came out on to the stage they all pushed forward in excitement which made Selena even more nervous and withdraw towards the rest of the band until she noticed that a woman was almost suffocated by being pressed up to the stage (a security guard had to help her up); because of all of this mayhem, Selena had an idea and took action, she basically put her finger to her lips to quiet the audience with a smile and once they quieted down, she began to sing her song. This behavior was proof that she was able to handle the pressures of being a celebrity. And the final social issue is when Selena was a celebrity, she found out that her friend Yolanda had been stealing money from her family and once Selena demanded it back, Yolanda caused Selena’s death. Because that woman believed that she deserved more money from the family, Selena paid with her life. The point of view was from the Latino side due to the fact that the struggling family that was trying to make ends meet, was able to achieve the American dream. It seemed like the meaning of this movie was to show that no matter your circumstance, you can always allow yourself to dream…who knows, they might even come true.

I absolutely loved watching the movie Selena. As a little girl, this movie became one of my favorites because it had the message that no matter what, you shouldn’t be afraid to follow your dreams. This movie shows that no matter what culture you are, everyone has a dream. People seem to be afraid of other cultures due to the fact that they don’t know anything about them which makes them think that it is okay to pass judgment on others. But if people took the time to realize that those who’s culture is different from their own are the exact same; everyone has a story no matter what culture they belong to, and they both have family and friends whom they care about…they are people. Every time I watch this movie, I think about the government and their hatred towards Hispanics, and I don’t understand how they can have so much dislike for those who are trying to make a better life for themselves due to the fact that their situations at home were unbearable. I just wish that everyone could get along and that we can take the time to appreciate each other. 

In Selena, I noticed a few differences in the film.  One of the things that I noticed was about the humor that was shown. As an adult, Selena had designed some costumes for herself and the rest of the band, however she gave herself a surprising twist in her outfit; she wore a “bustier”. She wore this under a jacket that she was wearing and when her father wasn’t looking she took off her jacket and he looked up to see her in what he called a “bra with glitter”. To me, his reaction was priceless, he was not only her producer, but father and he reacted like an overprotective father while her mother was very supportive and thought that “Selena looked cute”. There was a scene where Selena’s sister, Suzette, tried to hide her chips on the tour bus and threatened those who tried to steal them, however Selena paid no attention to her and openly ate them in front of her which started a fun family-feud. I noticed that when Selena’s father tried to start a restaurant, it was decorated with the natural Mexican culture with paintings of the desert and sun in the Latino culture. Their music was up beat and mostly used fiddles and marachas when Abraham was shown as a young man trying to become a successful singer; Selena’s music consisted of Latin music, disco music and a variety of other types of music which broke the barrier between her culture of both Hispanic and American. In the scene where Selena and her siblings were little, her mom taught her how to do a particular dance move called the “washing-machine” which Selena would then use as her career took way. And the last difference that I discovered was that most families that are Caucasian live with their families and then move away when they grow up because that is how their culture is and what they are used to doing, however in the Hispanic culture, the families all live together and are considered the most important things in their lives.   

Within the film, the director, Gregory Nava, incorporated the music to set the mood for each scene whether positive or negative. After Selena’s mom was able to show her a dance move, Selena tried it and as she spun around and around, she morphed into the older Selena who was able to use that dance move in one of her performances during the song Como La Flor. At the end of the movie, Selena is shown singing “Dreaming With You” in a beautiful white dress holding a rose until there was a moment where she stopped singing and the scene was filled with silence and the rose fell to the floor. Right after the rose fell to the floor, the audience sees Yolanda in her car crying as she calls 911 and tells them that she killed “her best friend”, then we see Selena being rushed to the hospital (actual footage of this) and we hear the news headlines where Selena has been shot by the president of her fan club and is now in the hospital. The next scene is in slow motion where it shows the doctor telling her parents and husband that she didn’t make it (still playing the song “Dreaming With You”); they all hug each other (it shows how heartbreaking it really was for everyone). But the next scenes always make me cry; where there is a tribute to the real Selena, showing her pictures and people holding candle-lighted visuals on each side of the screen while in the middle shows actual footage of the real Selena performing, posing in her designs and just being herself (all while playing the same song “Dreaming With You”). At the end it just shows a picture of Selena waving beautifully. 

I think that you assigned a foreign film to the students to watch and critique because we normally don’t think that we know about the cultures of other people hardly at all, but then again, most of the movies that we watch have something to do with culture. This assignment gives us the chance to realize that we know more than we think that we do, to open our eyes and focus on the world around us. The world is out there just waiting for us to jump right in it.  
