Event Critique-Art Notes
Utah Museum of natural history- June 13, 2009
Native Americans living in Utah- Indians living in the west.  Artifacts of different tribes, displays of clothing and beadwork they did, pots, etc. **Piute- Shoshone, Ute , Anazasi (samples of cave drawings and tools they used as well as toy dolls for the children)
Frogs- (visiting exhibits) had rare species of frogs. Had actual frogs in glass cases, almost aquarium cases. each had frogs’ natural habitat w/ water and sand.
1- The rocks, displays of different types of rocks from our geographic region (over the west), info about where they were found. 
2- Skeletal exhibit of extinct animals, fossils, etc.
3- Little kids room- archeologist working on a big bone inside storage containers, identifying bones, kids could go in and watch- little kids could uncover fossils, had coloring books.
How did the artworks relate to what we have discusses in class so far?
Thought it was cool, older building that needed more space to be laid out differently, the displays were amazing (good variety). Kids loved it, there was a jump on thing that registers how hard it would be if it was an earthquake, provided activities for kids, but not as interactive as children’s museum, very educational.


Sarah Lewis
2/21/11
Period 2
Event Critique –Art
	It was on Saturday June 13 2009 that I was able to visit the Utah Museum of Natural History.  In this museum there were numerous exhibits that I was fortunate enough to observe in person, one of many exhibits that I was able to look at was the Native Americans living in the West; consisting of Paiutes, Shoshone and Ute Indians.  One of the first things in this exhibit that caught my eye was the portrait of a Native American who was leaning against an object waiting patiently. Her name was Sarah Winnemuca, she is of importance due to the fact that she helped the Paiutes escape from the Bannocks. When looking at this, her body language is projected as calm while she waits, but there was a different story written on her face; concern for both the safety of others and herself. I was drawn to this because she put herself through a certain risk for others which shows a sign of bravery to me. Besides this, there were other artifacts that drew my attention; these included breaded baskets that resembled incredibly detailed pictures of nature such as waterfalls and forests, pots, and many Native American mannequins.  
	Another exhibit that I thought was very amazing was based on animals living in nature but was exclusive on what type of animals; frogs. I personally thought that this exhibit was amazing, it showed many rare species of frogs; they were so cute! This exhibit had a few aquarium-type cases which housed several kinds of living frogs that was filled with their specific type of habitats; those who lived in more of a forest ecosystem and more of a wet (lake) ecosystem. There were live frogs as well as photographs, sculptures and diagrams of frogs that displayed how and why they had the different types of markings and colorings as they did.
The kind of information that is provided about the works is the artist/photographer, the significance of the piece and what was happening to that particular section during that time.  When I visited this museum two summers ago, I was not interested about finding out more information about the works in that museum, however I could guess that if I wanted to I could look in an encyclopedia, non-fiction books and people who know a lot about that particular subject.
There were several other areas of works that appealed to me, a rock exhibit, a skeletal animal exhibit and a children’s room for archeology. I bet when you read that I liked the rock exhibit, you are probably thinking “how can rocks be even remotely interesting?”, but believe me that’s what I thought too until I was actually able to look at them.  I liked the way that the rocks were displayed, it showed the natural beauty of them in a way that I never knew was there. This display included different types of rocks from our geographic region (the west), where they are found and information on what made them be shaped the way they were (what they were used for in that specific area); it wasn’t the best, but it proved to be worthwhile to learn about. Another exhibit was the skeletons of extinct animal. Okay, this one was pretty cool because I got to see pictures, skeletons and fossils of animals that I never knew existed. Also since I was little, I have always loved animals both wild and domestic, so this particular exhibit was able to show others the wonders of the beautiful animals that were once living in the world; perhaps knowing what killed those animals off, people can now try to not let history repeat itself and allow them to continue to grow and prosper. One of the animals was the golden toad which was the brightest species to disappear; it was the most fluorescent amphibian found in the world. I loved the information that they had on this animal; that it was the only toad in the world that had that particular bright coloring. I also remember how small the skeleton of the toad was, I also remember that I thought that the person who remade that skeleton was very gifted and truly an artist due to their dedication to their work. Another animal was the West African Black Rhino; the skeletal structure of the rhino was huge and crazy tall compared to most of the visitors. There were also many fossils in this exhibit including a fossil of the Spider Mite; I am not a spider person at all, in fact I am very creeped out by them, however I had to admit that it was pretty cool to see how the shape of that fossil was preserved. Now that I think about my experience there, I believe that it’s just amazing to be able to see the effect of time on nature and how everything is always evolving while other things are constantly being left behind for others to discover. The last exhibit that I liked was the children’s archeology room. In this room you could sit down and watch live archeologists dig up dinosaur fossils, also there were many kids that could interact with digging up their own fossils to discover. I really love kids, so this area was very appealing to me of in the way that it not only gave interesting information, it also allowed kids to interact while they learned about the material.
Although it seems like hardly any of these exhibits relate to the materials that we have discussed in class, it is possible that they somehow do.  For example, the exhibit of the Native Americans in the West relate to the topic that we discussed this week; religion. The Native Americans strongly believed in their culture which is practically based on their religious beliefs. Even though people like us do not understand the culture of others, if we at least take the time to expand our minds and accept the fact that others have the right to their own beliefs, we can be able to show them the proper amount respect. Also, if we take the time to learn about the of the many different cultures in the world and acquire the skill to put our own biases and judgments aside, we will be able to become better individuals and thus creating a better world for others to live in. 
Originally it wasn’t my idea to go to a museum, it was my sister’s idea and quite frankly I wasn’t too fond of the idea of going to a museum because I was under the impression that museums were boring. However, she was able to talk me into going to the Utah Museum of Natural History and I for one am glad that she did. Once we arrived at the museum, I thought that it was an old building and they should seriously consider expanding it to make room for more exhibits and art works. When we walked inside, I was amazed on how much I liked it. It was way cool to see the variety of displays as well as seeing how many of the kids who went to the museum were able to interact with some of the exhibits; how accessible it was for all ages. I definitely would like to attend this event again.  
     

